
Sri Yukteswar Gigi [guru] · Aleister Crowley 
[occultist] · Mae West [actress] · Lenny 
Bruce [comic] · Karlheinz Stockhausen 
[composer] · W.C. Fields [comic] · Carl 
Gustav Jung [psychologist] · Edgar Allen 
Poe [writer] · Fred Astaire [actor] · Richard 
Merkin [artist] · The Varga Girl [by artist 
Alberto Vargas] · † Leo Gorcey [actor] · 
Huntz Hall [actor, with Leo Gorcey one of 
the Bowery Boys] · Simon Rodia [creator 
of Watts Towers] · Bob Dylan [musician] · 
Aubrey Beardsley [illustrator] · Sir Robert 
Peel [politician] · Aldous Huxley [writer] 
· Dylan Thomas [poet] · Terry Southern 
[writer] · Dion di Mucci [singer] · Tony 
Curtis [actor] · Wallace Berman [artist] 

· Tommy Handley [comic] · Marilyn 
Monroe [actress] · William Burroughs 
[writer] · Sri Mahavatara Babaji [guru] 
· Stan Laurel [comic] · Richard Lindner 
[artist] · Oliver Hardy [comic] · Karl Marx 
· H.G. Wells [writer] · Sri Paramahansa 
Yogananda [guru] · Anonymous [wax 
hairdressers dummy] · Stuart Sutcliffe 
[artist/former Beatle] · Anonymous [wax 
hairdressers dummy] · Max Miller [comic] 
· The Petty Girl [by artist George Petty] 
· Marlon Brando [actor] · Tom Mix 
[actor] · Oscar Wilde [writer] · Tyrone 
Power [actor] · Larry Bell [artist] · Dr. 
David Livingstone [missionary/explorer] 
· Johnny Weissmuller [swimmer/actor] ·

Stephen Crane [writer] · Issy Bonn [comic] 
· George Bernard Shaw [writer] · H.C. 
Westermann [sculptor] · Albert Stubbins 
[footballer] · Sri Lahiri Mahasaya [guru] 
· Lewis Carroll [writer] · T.E. Lawrence 
· Sonny Liston [boxer] · The Petty Girl 
[by artist George Petty] · Wax model of 
George Harrison · Wax model of John 
Lennon · Shirley Temple [child actress] · 
Wax model of Ringo Starr · Wax model 
of Paul McCartney · Albert Einstein · 
John Lennon with French horn · Ringo 
Starr with trumpet · Paul McCartney with 
cor anglais · George Harrison with flute · 
Bobby Breen [singer] · Marlene Dietrich 
[actress] · ‡ Mohandas Karamchand 

Ghandi · Legionnaire from the Order 
of the Buffalos · Diana Dors [actress] · 
Shirley Temple [actress] · Cloth figure, 
by Jann Haworth · Cloth figure of Shirley 
Temple [actress] by Haworth · Mexican 
candlestick · TV set · Stone figure of girl · 
Stone figure · Statue from John Lennon’s 
house · Trophy · Four-armed Indian doll 
· Drum-skin, designed by Joe Ephgrave 
· Hookah · Velvet snake · Japanese stone 
figure · Stone figure of Snow White · 
Garden gnome · Tuba · † Removed after 
requesting a fee. ‡ Removed at the request 
of EMI.� (Picture: REDFERNS)
————————————————

© Ben Schott · www.benschott.com

born October 9, 1940
Oxford Street Maternity Hospital, Liverpool

married Cynthia Powell (1962–68)
Yoko Ono (1969–80)

died December 8, 1980, murdered by
Mark David Chapman in New York

born June 18, 1942
Walton General Hospital, Liverpool
married Linda Eastman (1969–98)

Heather Mills (2002–) 
selected pseudonyms Paul Ramon, Bernard Webb,
Apollo C. Vermouth, Percy “Thrills” Thrillington

born February 25, 1943
12 Arnold Grove, Wavertree, Liverpool

married Pattie Boyd (1966–77)
Olivia Arias (1978–2001)
died November 30, 2001

Mick Fleetwood’s brother-in-law

born July 7, 1940
9 Madryn Street, Dingle, Liverpool
married Maureen Cox (1965–75)

Barbara Bach (1981–)
Famously, the voice of

Thomas The Tank Engine

john winston lennon james paul mccartney george harrison richard starkey

sgt. pepper’s lonely hearts club band · album cover stars

the queen mother
(on the 1963 Royal Command 

Performance)
It’s one of the best shows I
have seen … The Beatles 

are most intriguing.

reporter: What do you think of 
the criticism you’re not very good?

george: We’re not.

bob dylan
(on first hearing Sgt. Pepper)

Oh, I get it. You don’t
want to be cute any more.

reporter: Do you speak French?
paul: Non.

john lennon
We’re more popular than Jesus 

Christ now. I don’t know which 
will go first. Rock and roll or 

Christianity.

philip larkin
(Annus Mirabilis)

Sexual intercourse began
 In nineteen sixty-three

 (Which was rather late for me)
– Between the end of the

Chatterley ban
 And the Beatles’ first LP

reporter: What do you do 
when you’re cooped up in a
hotel room between shows?

george: We ice skate.

ringo starr
I love Beethoven, 

especially his poems.

william f. buckley junior
The Beatles are not merely 

awful. They are so unbelievably 
horrible, so appallingly 

unmusical, so dogmatically 
insensitive to the magic of the 

art, that they qualify as crowned 
heads of antimusic.

paul johnson
(The Menace of Beatlism,
New Statesman, 1964)

Those who flock round the 
Beatles, who scream themselves 

into hysteria, whose vacant 
faces flicker over the TV screen, 
are the least fortunate of their 
generation, the dull, the idle,

 the failures.

reporter: What do you call
that hairstyle you’re wearing?

george: Arthur.

reporter: Does it bother you 
that you can’t hear what you 

sing during concerts?
john: No, we don’t mind.

We’ve got the records at home.

new york times
(review, 1964)

The Beatles have a tendency to 
build phrases around unresolved 
leading tones. This precipitates 

the ear into a false modal 
frame that temporarily turns 
the fifth of the scale into the 

tonic, momentarily suggesting 
the Mixolydian mode. But 
everything always ends in a 
plain diatonic all the same.

reporter: Do you wear wigs?
john: If we do, they must be 

the only ones with real dandruff.

john lennon
(in 1970) You have to be a 

bastard to make it, and that’s 
a fact. And the Beatles are the 

biggest bastards on Earth.

paul mccartney
(in 1987) The issues are the 
same. We wanted peace on 

Earth, love, and understanding 
between everyone around the 
world. We have learned that 

change comes slowly.

notable quotations

A collection of Beatles snippets taken from the archive of The Times:

I suppose it is the sheer loud-
ness of the music that appeals to 
Beatle admirers (there is some-
thing to be heard even through 
the squeals), and many parents 
have cursed the electric guitar’s 
amplification this Christmas.
[27.12.63]

Very young girls see the Beatles 
as cuddlesome pets, a London 
psychologist, Dr. F.R.C. Casson, 
writes in the current issue of 
Family Doctor. But as they grow 
older the group will lose their 
strong appeal to the very young. 
[28.5.64]

Some modern beats were very 
primitive and produced the same 
state of excitement, collapse and 
ecstasy as the rhythm produced 
by “stone age” people still living 
in Kenya, Dr. William Sargant 
said in London yesterday. … 
Dr Sargant said that the Beatles 
worked up similar excitement 
in their audiences. “The hu-
man nervous system over 2,000 
years has not changed”, he said. 
[30.12.64]

The Prime Minister has received 
letters from people who felt im-
pelled to comment on the award 
of the M.B.E. to the Beatles. The 
letters are said to be numbered 
“in scores rather than hundreds”, 
for every one in favour of the 
award two are against. [17.6.65]

The searching for spiritual truth 
which people like the Beatles 
were doing has a place in the 
Church of today, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr. Michael 
Ramsey, said … today. [31.8.67]

The Beatles’ “eccentric articula-
tion” in their record “Sgt Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band” 
might help specialists to detect 
heart disease, the psychology and 
zoology section were told by Dr. 
A. Carpenter and Dr. J. Morto. 
[2.9.67]

Should the blame for the Beatles 
be put on Lord Butler? The 1944 
Education Act extended second-
ary education to all. Lord Keynes 
can claim credit for full em-
ployment: it is the combination 
of awakened expectations and 
money to spend (helped by the 
end of national service) which 
has given rise to “pop”, a multi-
million pound industry whose 
captains have been made mem-
bers and officers of the British 
Empire. [Julian Critchley, 21.11.69]

John Lennon has been asked to 
play Christ in a musical to be 
staged in St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
He is still considering the offer. 
[4.12.69]

John Lennon says in a long inter-
view in the French weekly maga-
zine L’Express that the Beatles 
smoked marijuana in the lavato-
ries at Buckingham Palace while 
waiting to receive the M.B.E. in 
1965. [23.3.70]

The Sharon Tate murder trial jury 
listened today to Beatles records 
to learn if the songs could have 
influenced Charles Manson and 
his followers to go on an alleged 
killing spree. The words “Rise” 
and “Helter-skelter” were found 
written in blood on the walls of 
the La Bianaca home. [20.1.71]

footnotes of note

i am the walrus · Lennon 
was inspired by The Walrus and 
The Carpenter from Through the 
Looking Glass. He told Playboy 
in 1980, “It never dawned on me 
that Lewis Carroll was comment-
ing on the capitalist and social 
system. I never went into that 
bit about what he really meant, 
like people are doing with the 
Beatles’ work. Later, I went back 
and looked at it and realized that 
the walrus was the bad guy in the 
story and the carpenter was the 
good guy”.

strawberry fields · a chil-
dren’s home in Woolton, 
Liverpool, Strawberry Fields was 
one of John Lennon’s childhood 
haunts. He and his friends sold 
lemonade there at the Salvation 
Army’s annual fête.

paul is dead · the tiresome hoax 
that Paul McCartney died in a 
car crash in 1966, to be replaced 
by a sound-alike clone, seems to 
date to a phone call made to the 
Detroit radio station WKNR-
FM in 1969. The caller claimed 
that if Revolution 9 was played 
backwards the words “Turn me 
on, dead man” could be heard. 
Inevitably, a wealth of unlikely 
“evidence” has been produced 
by conspiracy-hungry fans – not 
least the cover of “Abbey Road” 
in which Ringo (in black) is sup-
posedly the undertaker, George 
(in jeans) the gravedigger, John 
(in white) the preacher, and Paul 
(barefoot) the corpse. McCartney 
called his 1993 in-concert album 
“Paul is Live”.

solo success · after splitting 
on April 9, 1970, three of the 
Beatles reached the top of the 
UK singles’ chart; Ringo’s Back 
Off Boogaloo managed No. 2.

rolling stone 500 · 11 Beatles’ 
albums appear in Rolling Stone’s 
analysis of the best 500 albums:

Rank� album
1������������������������ Sgt. Pepper’s LHCB
3�������������������������������������������������Revolver
5�����������������������������������������Rubber Soul
10�����The Beatles (the White Album)
14��������������������������������������� Abbey Road
39������������������������������Please Please Me
59������������������������������Meet the Beatles
86�����������������������������������������������Let It Be
332��������������������������������������������������Help!
388������������������A Hard Day’s Night
420��������������������������With the Beatles

(Bob Dylan and the Rolling 
Stones each have 10 in the top 
500, Bruce Springsteen has 8.)

4,000 holes · the last verse in 
A Day In The Life contains the 
lines “I read the news today 
oh, boy | Four thousand holes 
in Blackburn, Lancashire | And 
though the holes were rather 
small | They had to count them 
all | Now they know how many 
holes it takes to fill the Albert 
Hall”. The unlikely reference 
came from an article in the Daily 
Mail on January 17, 1967, which 
quoted a Council survey on pot-
holes in the region.

the duke of edinburgh · in 
1964, the Duke of Edinburgh 
issued an unusual apology to 
the Beatles during his State visit 
to Canada. The Duke’s equerry, 
Squadron Leader Checketts, dis-
patched a cable to the Beatles’ 
manager Brian Epstein in 
London that read: “Disregard 
press reports quoting the Duke 
of Edinburgh as saying Beatles 
on the wane. Should read ‘I think 
Beatles are away at the moment’. 
Mistake probably due to mis-
print. Prince Philip sends his best 
wishes for continued success”.



Love Me Do	 11.09.62	 ●	 18	 05.10.62	 Parlophone R4949	 4	 ·	 26	 ·	 2	 ·	 ▲	 1	 ◈	 · 	 M	 ·	 ●	 ·	 ·� peaked at No.17 in 1962; No.4 in 1982
From Me to You	 05.03.63	 ●	 13	 11.04.63	 Parlophone R5015	 1	 7	 25	 ·	 1	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 L	 M	 ·	 ●	 ·	 ·� 1st UK No.1 on the Record Retailer Chart
She Loves You	 01.07.63	 ●	 ?	 23.08.63	 Parlophone R5055	 1	 6	 36	 ·	 2	 ◈	 ▲	 2	 ◈	 L	 M	 ·	 ●	 ·	 ●� sold c.1,890,000 copies in the UK
I Want To Hold Your Hand	 17.10.63	 ●	 17	 29.11.63	 Parlophone R5084	 1	 5	 24	 ·	 2	 ◈	 ▲	 7	 ◈	 L	 M	 ·	 ●	 ⁂ 	 ·� in German: Komm, Gib Mir Deine Hand
Can’t Buy Me Love	 29.01.64	 ◍ 	 4	 20.03.64	 Parlophone R5114	 1	 3	 17	 ·	 2	 ◈	 ▲	 5	 ◈	 ·	 M	 ·	 ●	 ·	 ●	�  first simultaneous UK & US No.1
A Hard Day’s Night	 16.04.64	 ●	 9	 10.07.64	 Parlophone R5160	 1	 3	 15	 ·	 1	 ·	 ▲	 2	 ◈	 L	 ·	 ·	 ●	 ·	 ·� opening track for the film
I Feel Fine	 18.10.64	 ●	 9	 27.11.64	 Parlophone R5200	 1	 5	 14	 ·	 1	 ◈	 ▲	 3	 ◈	 L	 ·	 ·	 ●	 ⁂	 ·� possibly the first ever use of “feedback”
Eight Days A Week	 06.10.64	 ●	 13	 not released as a UK single	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ▲	 2	 ◈	 L	 M	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·� unusually, the song begins with a fade-up
Ticket To Ride	 15.02.65	 ●	 2	 09.04.65	 Parlophone R5265	 1	 3	 14	 ·	 1	 ·	 ▲	 1	 ◈	 L	 M	 ·	 ●	 ·	 · �Lennon called it the “first heavy metal song”
Help!	 13.04.65	 ●	 12	 23.07.65	 Parlophone R5305	 1	 3	 17	 ·	 1	 ·	 ▲	 3	 ◈	 L	 M	 ·	 ●	 ·	 ·� apparently a cry for help from Lennon
Yesterday	 14.06.65	 ●	 2	 13.03.76	 Apple R6013	 8	 ·	 7	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ▲	 4	 ◈	 ·	 M	 ·	 ●	 ·	 ●� only released as a UK single in 1976
Day Tripper	 16.10.65	 ●	 3	 03.12.65	 Parlophone R5389	 1	 5	 12	 ·	 ·	 ◈	 ·	 ·	 ◈	 L	 ·	 ·	 ●	 ⁂	 ·� Day Tripper hit No.5 in the US
We Can Work It Out	 20.10.65	 ●	 2	 03.12.65	 Parlophone R5389	 1	 5	 12	 ·	 ·	 ◈	 ▲	 3	 ◈	 L	 M	 ·	 ●	 ⁂	 ●� received more US airplay than Day Tripper
Paperback Writer	 13.04.66	 ●	 2	 10.06.66	 Parlophone R5452	 1	 2	 16	 ·	 1	 ·	 ▲	 2	 ◈	 L	 M	 ·	 ●	 ·	 ·� the band’s 12th consecutive UK No.1
Yellow Submarine	 26.05.66	 ●	 5	 05.08.66	 Parlophone R5493	 1	 4	 14	 ·	 1	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ◈	 L	 M	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ●� featuring Ringo’s unique vocals
Eleanor Rigby	 28.04.66	 ●	 15	 05.08.66	 Parlophone R5493	 1	 4	 14	 ·	 1	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ◈	 ·	 M	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·� double-A released with album “Revolver”
Penny Lane	 29.12.66	 ●	 9	 17·02·67	 Parlophone R5570	 2	 ·	 16	 ·	 2	 ·	 ▲	 1	 ◈	 ·	 M	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·� double A-side with Strawberry Fields
All You Need Is Love	 14.06.67	 ◍	 58	 07.07.67	 Parlophone R5620	 1	 3	 16	 ·	 1	 ·	 ▲	 1	 ◈	 L	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·� part of the Our World TV broadcast
Hello, Goodbye	 02.10.67	 ●	 22	 24.11.67	 Parlophone R5655	 1	 7	 13	 ·	 1	 ·	 ▲	 3	 ◈	 ·	 M	 ·	 ·	 ⁂	 ·� B-side was “I Am The Walrus”
Lady Madonna	 03.02.68	 ●	 5	 15.03.68	 Parlophone R5675	 1	 2	 9	 ·	 1	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ◈	 ·	 M	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·� inspired by H. Lyttelton’s “Bad Penny Blues”
Hey Jude	 29.07.68	 ◍	 25/1	 30.08.68	 Apple R5722	 1	 2	 25	 ·	 2	 ·	 ▲	 9	 ◈	 ·	 M	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ●� recorded at Trident Studios on 8-track
Get Back	 23.01.69	 ·	 ?	 11.04.69	 Apple R5777	 1	 6	 23	 ★	 2	 ·	 ▲	 5	 ◈	 L	 M	 ·	 ●	 ·	 ●� only live performance: 1969 rooftop gig
The Ballad Of John & Yoko	 14.04.69	 ●	 10	 30.05.69	 Apple R5786	 1	 3	 14	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ◈	 L	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·� the band’s last UK No.1 single
Something	 16.04.69	 ◍	 39	 31.10.69	 Apple R5814	 4	 ·	 12	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ▲	 1	 ◈	 ·	 ·	 H	 ·	 ·	 ●� the first George Harrison A-side
Come Together	 21.07.69	 ●	 9	 31.10.69	 Apple R5814	 4	 ·	 12	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ▲	 1	 ◈	 L	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·� Billboard changes affected US position
Let It Be	 25.01.69	 ◍	 27	 06.03.70	 Apple R5833	 2	 ·	 10	 ·	 1	 ·	 ▲	 2	 ◈	 ·	 M	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·� featured Billy Preston on organ
The Long And Winding Road	 26.01.69	 ◍	 18	 not released as a UK single	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ▲	 2	 ◈	 ·	 M	 ·	 ·	 ·	 ·� the band’s 20th and final US No.1
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Word� frequency
You . . . . . . . . . .         260
I. . . . . . . . . . . . . 178
To. . . . . . . . . . . .           149
Me. . . . . . . . . . .          137
Love . . . . . . . . .        125
A. . . . . . . . . . . . .            121
The . . . . . . . . . .         118
It. . . . . . . . . . . . .            107

And. . . . . . . . . .         102
Be. . . . . . . . . . . . .             98
Know. . . . . . . . .         74
In. . . . . . . . . . . . .             70
She. . . . . . . . . . . .70
Say. . . . . . . . . . . .            60
That . . . . . . . . . .          59
Yeah . . . . . . . . . .          58
All . . . . . . . . . . . .            57

Let. . . . . . . . . . . .            53
Can. . . . . . . . . . .           49
Get . . . . . . . . . . .           48
Is. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              46
Back. . . . . . . . . .          45
Don’t . . . . . . . . .         45
Do. . . . . . . . . . . .            41
Hello . . . . . . . . .         41
Got. . . . . . . . . . .           40

My. . . . . . . . . . . .            39
Need. . . . . . . . . .          37
So. . . . . . . . . . . . .             37
Your . . . . . . . . . .          36
Her. . . . . . . . . . .           35
Of . . . . . . . . . . . .            35
She’s. . . . . . . . . .          32
He. . . . . . . . . . . .            30
It’s . . . . . . . . . . . .            29
Na†. . . . . . . . . . .           29
But . . . . . . . . . . .           27

Can’t. . . . . . . . . .          26
No. . . . . . . . . . . .            26
We. . . . . . . . . . . .            26
Goodbye . . . . .     25
Now. . . . . . . . . .          24
Submarine . . .   24
Way. . . . . . . . . . .           24
Yellow . . . . . . . .        24
For. . . . . . . . . . . .            23
Why. . . . . . . . . .          23
On. . . . . . . . . . . .            22

With. . . . . . . . . .          22
Feel. . . . . . . . . . .           21
Hold. . . . . . . . . .          21
When. . . . . . . . .         21
Like. . . . . . . . . . .           20
Out. . . . . . . . . . .           20
Long. . . . . . . . . .          19
Oh. . . . . . . . . . . .            19
Paperback. . . .    19
Was. . . . . . . . . . .           19
Writer . . . . . . . .        19

Help. . . . . . . . . .          18
I’ll . . . . . . . . . . . .            18
I’m. . . . . . . . . . . .            18
If. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              18
Think. . . . . . . . .         18
Where. . . . . . . .        18
Will. . . . . . . . . . .           18
Buy. . . . . . . . . . .           17
Make . . . . . . . . .         17
One. . . . . . . . . . .           17
From. . . . . . . . . .16

Go. . . . . . . . . . . .            16
His. . . . . . . . . . . .16
How. . . . . . . . . .          16
Said. . . . . . . . . . .           16
Care . . . . . . . . . .          15
Come. . . . . . . . .         15
Just . . . . . . . . . . .           15
Night. . . . . . . . .         15
Please. . . . . . . . .         15
There . . . . . . . . .         15
They. . . . . . . . . .          15

Things. . . . . . . .        15
Ticket . . . . . . . .        15
Going . . . . . . . .        14
Loves . . . . . . . . .         14
Money. . . . . . . .        14
Day. . . . . . . . . . .           13
Days. . . . . . . . . .          13
Hard. . . . . . . . . .          13
Ride . . . . . . . . . .          13
Right . . . . . . . . .         13
See. . . . . . . . . . . .            13

There’s. . . . . . . .        13
Want . . . . . . . . .         13
Week . . . . . . . . .         13
Easy . . . . . . . . . .          12
People. . . . . . . .        12
Should. . . . . . . .        12
Something . . .   12
Time. . . . . . . . . .          12
At. . . . . . . . . . . . .             11
Been. . . . . . . . . .          11
Better. . . . . . . . .         11

Eight . . . . . . . . .         11
Glad. . . . . . . . . .          11
Home . . . . . . . .        11
Once. . . . . . . . . .11
Work . . . . . . . . .         11
Yesterday. . . . .     11
By. . . . . . . . . . . . .             10
Hand. . . . . . . . .         10
Lonely. . . . . . . .        10

(† As repeated
in Hey Jude)
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1
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Minutes
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Inevitably, a degree of debate and dispute surrounds many of these entries. The recording date notes when recording started.  ◍ indicates that some part of the recording took place at Abbey Road. The master take is tentative for a few singles. UK & 
US chart taken from the sleeve notes to the album “1” and the Guinness British Hit Singles & Albums. Some confusion arises in the calculation of US data because  of changes to the Billboard chart. * Formally, all of these hits, except Something, are 
credited equally to Lennon & McCartney. The chart above credits which artist is usually considered to have contributed most to the track. Word frequency is based on a calculation of all of the words in the lyrics of 27 singles (including song titles).


